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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2496 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS BANJUL 0430 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: ECIN XY GA 

SUBJ: PRES JAWARA RETURNS FROM ECOWAS MEETING AT LAGOS 

REF : LAGOS 5001 

1. IN BRIEF PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 30 AT STATE HOUSE, PRES 
JAWARA EXPRESSED UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT FOR ECOWAS TREATY 
WHICH HE SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE GAMBIA AT LAGOS MAY 28. 

HE PLANNED TO SEEK EARLIEST POSSIBLE RATIFICATION BY 
GAMBIAN PARLIAMENT. PRESIDENT CONGRATULATED NIGERIA AND 
TOGO FOR THEIR INITIATIVES AND INDICATED THERE WAS NO 
REASON WHY MEMBERS OF CEAO OR OTHER SUB-REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
GROUPSINGS SHOULD NOT ALSO JOIN ECOWAS. KEY TO SUCCESS OF 
ECOWAS WAS POLITICAL WILL OF MEMBER STATES TO MAKE IT 
WORK, HE SAID. AND EXPRESSED CONVICTION THAT THE WILL 
EXISTED. 

2. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS. PRES JAWARA CAUTIONED AGAINST 
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TO ANTICIPATE IMPROVEMENTS IN SUCH SPECIFIC AREAS AS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AIR AND SHIPPING SERVICES WITHIN 
THREE TO FIVE YEARS. MORE COMPLEX FINANCIAL AND TRADE 
ARRANGEMENTS COULD TAKE TEN OR MORE YEARS, JUST AS THEY 
HAD DONE IN EEC. CURRENT SIGNIFICANCE OF TREATY WAS THAT 
A BEGINNING HAD BEEN MADE TOWARD MOVING OBSTACLES TO 
FREER TRADE, AND MOVEMENT OF GOODS AND PERSONS AND TOWARD 
COOPERATION RATHER THAN RIVALRY. 

3. JAWARA SAID ECOWAS TREATY WILL ENABLE THE GAMBIA, 
TOGETHER WITH NEIGHBORS TO POOL RESOURCES FOR COOPERA- 
TION IN TRANSPORTATION, SHIPPING, COMMUNICATIONS AND IN 
VARIOUS AREAS OF ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 

FREER MOVEMENT OF PEOPLES COUND EVENTUALLY BENEFIT THE 
GAMBIA BY DRAWING TOURISTS FROM OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES, 
FOR EXAMPLE. HE NOTED THAT TREATY PROVIDED FOR COMPENSA- 
TION TO STATES WHICH WERE ADVERSELY AFFECTED AND FOR 
ASSISTANCE TO LESS DEVELOPMED MEMBERS. 

4. COMMENT: MEMBERS OF PRESIDENT S PARTY WERE CONVINCED 
THAT SENEGAL WOULD FOLLOW LEAD OF IVORY COAST AND ADHERE 
TO TREATY AT AN EARLY DATE. 

MCFARLAND 
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